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UPPER SAN GABRIEL VALLEY MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

             Wednesday, June 11, 2025 | 4:30pm 

 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order at 4:30pm at the District office located at 248 E. 

Foothill Blvd, Rm. 103, Monrovia, California.  The presiding officer was Vice President Anthony Fellow.  

 

ROLL CALL DIRECTORS 

PRESENT: 

Chavez, Garcia, and Fellow   

 

DIRECTORS 

ABSENT: 

 

 

Treviño, Santana   

  

STAFF 

PRESENT: 

Tom Love, General Manager; Steven O’Neill, District 

Counsel; Steve Johnson, District Engineer; Patty Cortez, 

Assistant General Manager; Evelyn Rodriguez, Chief 

Financial Officer; Venessa Navarrette, Executive 

Assistant; Katherine Vazquez, Water Resources Analyst; 

Yesenia Bugarin, Intern 

 

  

OTHERS PRESENT 

 

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Kelly Gardner, Xinyang Doug, Janice Ho, Eric Chen, Michael Naka, 

Elaine Yeung 

 

On motion by Treasurer Garcia, second by Vice President Fellow, the 

agenda was adopted by the following vote: 

 

AYES: CHAVEZ, GARCIA, AND FELLOW 

NOES:  NONE 

ABSTAIN: NONE 

ABSENT: TREVIÑO, SANTANA 
 

  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 

None. 

 

  

COMMITTEE REPORTS Water Resources and Facility Management Committee 

Administration and Finance Committee 

 

  

CONSENT CALENDAR On motion by Treasurer Garcia, seconded by Secretary Chavez, the 

consent calendar was approved by the following vote: 

AYES: CHAVEZ, GARCIA, AND FELLOW 

NOES:  NONE 

ABSTAIN: NONE 

ABSENT: TREVIÑO, SANTANA 

 

(a) Minutes of a public hearing and regular meeting of the Board of 

Directors held on May 28, 2025 at 4:30 p.m.  

(b) List of Demands 

(c) Financial Reports – April 2025 

1. Financial Statements 

2. Director’s Public Outreach 

(d) Cost of living adjustment for district wages equivalent to 3% 

effective July 1, 2025. 

(e) Negotiated Tax Exchange Resolution Annexation to County 

Sanitation District No. 15 
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ENGINEER’S REPORT The District Engineer provided a brief update on the San Gabriel 

County Water District / Sunny Slope Interconnection study, stating  

they have been following up with City of Alhambra, Cal-American 

Water, San Gabriel County Water and Suburban Water. He  reported 

that Upper Water staff will have the completed Emergency Response 

Plan finalized by the end of this month. He reported on the Monrovia 

WATER ENGINEERING 4 GOOD 

PRESENTATION  

 

 

 

Katherine Vazquez provided a background on Metropolitan’s Water 

Engineering 4 Good program.  She announced that team Garvey 

Mustangs from Richard Garvey Intermediate school in Rosemead 

won the competition. She introduced the program teacher, Mr. 

Michael Naka, who expressed his appreciation to Mr. Mike Moss and 

Chuck, from Metropolitan who designed the program. He reported 

on how the students benefited from the program by learning how to 

research, meet deadlines, and team building.  He stated that the 

students learned about the water crisis and visited the Pure Water of 

Southern California site. He introduced the students in Garvey 

Mustangs Team 2: Xinyang Doug, Janice Ho and Eric Chen. The 

students presented “Save a Drop Geoff” which is a 3D printed shower 

head that measures the amount of water used. Eric Chen, with 

Garvey Team 1 explained the model that his team created to collect 

water condensation. He expressed how this experience made him 

more aware of water usage. Janice Ho expressed the competition 

taught her about how much work and collaboration are needed to 

engineer a working model. She shared that this experience also 

made her more aware of water usage.  

 

The General Manager asked the students to pass around the 3D 

shower head. He stated that the water industry needs innovative 

ideas.  

 

Eric Chen then shared their water grant idea with store bought filters 

versus homemade filters. He explained that he performed a few 

different tests comparing both filters.  

 

Vice President Fellow requested staff to play the student’s video. 

 

The Board presented certificates to the students and teacher.  

 

Secretary Chavez thanked the students for coming. 

  

INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

 

The following items listed on the agenda were presented as 

information items and  ordered received and filed:  

Press Releases and News Articles 

Summary of Active Contracts as of May 31, 2025 

 

  

ATTORNEY’S REPORT District Counsel reported communicating with co-counsel 

concerning the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 

dissolution and the JPIA involvement stating that it is still in process. He 

then reported assisting with resolutions and ordinances for board 

consideration. 

 

Counsel also discussed the San Diego vs. Metropolitan litigation 

reporting that the 2003 exchange agreement will be adjusted to a fix 

rate. He reported that San Diego will pay for 227-thousand-acre feet 

a year regardless of how much water they take. 
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Interconnection (USG-7 Reactivation) study, stating that information 

on  potential water rights leasing and 10-year cost projections were 

provided. He Integrated Resources Plan draft will be provided to staff 

by the end of the week. Lastly, he reported on the boundary updates 

project which was reviewed and determined that Upper Water 

agrees with the minor adjustments  proposed by Three Valleys MWD. 

  

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT The General Manager provided an update on USG-03 operations 

stating that the flow rate is just under 295 cfs and 33,000 AF has been 

delivered to-date. He reported the Metropolitan cyclic storage 

account is now over 100,000 AF. The Golden Mussel issue continues 

to be monitored by DWR and MWD with inspections and samples. He 

reported that mussel DNA has been detected at the bifurcation of 

the East West branch, north of Castaic Lake, and Devil Canyon at the 

beginning of the Rialto pipeline in San Bernardino.  

 

Tom reported that an exchange agreement between Metropolitan 

Water District of Southern California (MET) and Sierra Madre will allow 

MET to deliver water to Sierra Madre which is in the San Gabriel Valley 

Municipal Water District’s service area. Since treated water is more 

expensive than untreated water, San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water 

District will transfer 2 to 1 AF of water delivered to MET’s cyclic 

account which rolls into Upper Water’s cyclic account. He reported 

that the San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District has been in 

arrears due to low project allocations for a number of years up until 

last year when they were able to transfer enough water into the basin 

to the MET storage account of about 10,000 AF. He reported that this 

year the amount of transferred water is close to 2,300 AF which is an 

additional amount that gets credited to the Upper Water, 

Watermaster, and Metropolitan cyclic storage accounts. Lastly, he 

announced Ruben Gallegos celebrated 19 years with the District.  

 

METROPOLITAN REPORT Vice President Fellow reported that MET currently has three 

important priorities being: MET’s Business Model, the Delta 

Conveyance Project, and hire a new General Manager. He 

reported that Tom Love provided a comprehensive report at MET’s 

Business Model meeting. He also reported that he and MET’s Board 

chairman Adan Ortega were in Sacramento lobbying for the 

Governor’s Delta Conveyance plan. He expressed the importance 

of passing the Delta Conveyance plan. He then continued with 

MET’s search for a new General Manager stating that a special 

meeting is scheduled to begin the process and hope to complete 

the search by September of this year.   

 

Secretary Chavez and Vice President Fellow clarified the MET 

meetings that were cancelled earlier in the month have been 

rescheduled to Friday, June 13th and the last week of June.  

  

WATER QUALITY REPORT Director Chavez reported that the Gualco Group provided an end-

of-the-year Sacramento briefing to the WQA Board. 

 

A full report was included in the agenda packet. 

WATERMASTER REPORT Kelly Gardner, Executive Director, reported on the Key Well 

elevation. As of June 7th, the Basin measured 244 feet, 5 feet higher 

than last year. The inflow from San Gabriel Dam to Morris Dam is 58 
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CFS and the release from Morris Dam is 45 CFS, stating that all the 

local water has been released through the Protective Association 

and that 45 CFS is going to the Committee of 9. She then reported 

that USG-03 is the only imported water that is on at this time and the 

San Gabriel Water District pipeline is shut down for a Glendora 

developer project and is scheduled to turn back on in 3 weeks. She 

then reported that the Three Valleys connection was shutdown 

today due to algae in the spreading grounds. She also reported that 

the Basin Water Management committee meeting finalized the 

Watermaster Water Quality Monitoring Plan and will be ratified at the 

Watermaster Board meeting in July.  

  

AB 1234 COMPLIANCE REPORT A summary report was provided in the agenda packet.  

  

DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS 

 

 

 

Treasurer Garcia expressed her enjoyment at seeing the students 

present today and it reminded her of her personal experiences 

through water education programs.  

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

None. 

ADJOURNMENT Vice President Fellow asked if there was any other business to come 

before the Board. There being none, the meeting was adjourned to 

a regular meeting of the Board of Directors to be held on June 25, 

2025, at 4:30 p.m.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST 

 

 

_________________________________ 

SECRETARY 

 

 

 

SEAL 

 
 

 

 

__________________________________ 

PRESIDENT 
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Attachment 1 

Consent Item 7 (b) 

June 11, 2025 

 

Demands numbered 22929 through 22963 on the General Fund Account of the Upper Water at Citizens Business 

Bank, totaling $424480.77 and demands numbered 1310 through 1314 on the Water Fund Account at the same 

bank totaling $1,232,345.10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: 19210E39-31BA-46A3-8523-159485CB0881



13466 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: 19210E39-31BA-46A3-8523-159485CB0881


		2025-07-17T22:01:22-0700
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




