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PUBLIC HEARING AND A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE UPPER SAN GABRIEL VALLEY MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 

602 E. HUNTINGTON DRIVE, SUITE B, MONROVIA, CALIFORNIA 91016 

8:00 A.M. – March 16, 2022 
 

 

Pursuant to the newly adopted provisions of the Brown Act and consistent with the Board’s resolution ratifying the declaration of a state 

of emergency by the State of California in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Upper District held a public hearing and special 

meeting of the Board of Directors via Zoom teleconference on March 16, 2022 at the hour of 8:00 a.m. 

 
ROLL CALL DIRECTORS 

PRESENT: 

Chavez, Treviño, Garcia, Santana, and Fellow. 

 

DIRECTORS 

ABSENT: 
 

 

None.   

STAFF 

PRESENT: 

Tom Love, General Manager; Martin Koczanowicz, District 

Counsel; Jenny Savron, District Engineer; Evelyn Rodriguez, 

Director of Finance and Administration; Patricia Cortez, 

Director of Government and Community Affairs; Venessa 

Navarrette, Executive Assistant; Ruben Gallegos, Project 

Assistant; Jennifer Aguilar, Water Use Efficiency Analyst; and 

Nichol Delgado, Government and Community Affairs 

Representative. 
 

OTHERS PRESENT Cynthia Sternquist, Javier Vargas, Ted Gerber, Jorge Marquez, and Jeff Helsley.  

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA On motion by Secretary Garcia, seconded by Director Fellow, the agenda was 

unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:  

 

FELLOW: 

TREVIÑO:  

GARCIA:       

SANTANA: 

CHAVEZ: 

 

AYE 

AYE 

AYE 

AYE 

AYE 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

None.  

 

CONSENT CALENDAR Secretary Garcia moved to approve Consent Calendar items (a) and (b). Director 

Fellow seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved by the following 

roll call vote: 

 

FELLOW: AYE 

TREVIÑO: AYE 

GARCIA: AYE 

SANTANA:  AYE 

CHAVEZ: AYE 

 
(a) Minutes of a regular meeting of the Board of Directors held on March 9, 2022 at 

8:00 a.m.  

(b) Resolution No. 03-22-635, Re-ratifying the Proclamation of a State of Emergency 

by Governor Newsom and Reauthorizing Remote Teleconference Meetings.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING UPPER 

DISTRICT’S 2020 CENSUS/ 

REDISTRICTING PLAN AND MAP 

REVIEW 

 

 

President Chavez opened the public hearing by requesting that staff provide a 

report.  

 

The General Manager discussed the process and timeline for Upper District’s 2020 

Census/redistricting plan and map review. He stated that there is a deadline of 

April 17, 2022, to adopt the final boundaries. He explained that there have been 

seven meetings where board input and public comments have been accepted thus 

far. He shared the current district boundary map, as well as Public Map 1, Public 
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Map 2, and Public Map 3 for consideration. The General Manager reported all 

potential changes and detailed the boundary lines of all three public maps for board 

consideration and discussion.  He explained that all three proposed public maps 

fit within the legal guidelines for deviation on census data. He stated that an 

anticipated fourth map was not submitted after all.  

 

President Chavez asked about the deadline to submit maps. The General Manager 

stated that the last day to submit maps to the county is April 17, 2022. President 

Chavez asked when the last day for the District to receive maps is. The General 

Manager stated that the decision rests on the Board.  

 

President Chavez asked if there were any questions from the directors prior to 

public comment.  

 

The General Manager clarified that Board discussion would be available after 

public comments due to the nature of the public hearing and stated that the required 

public hearings have been met.  He stated that if the Board decides to move 

forward and adopt a map, no additional map submissions will be considered after 

today’s board meeting. He added that staff will need at least two weeks prior to 

the April 17th deadline to prepare the legal description of the district boundaries.   

 

District Counsel suggested that another public map would require additional 

public hearings and special board meetings, delaying the process.  

 

President Chavez restated District Counsel’s comments for clarification. President 

Chavez then asked whether the existing map of the district’s boundaries is 

considered a submitted map.  

 

The General Manager stated that the existing map is not considered a publicly 

submitted map but is presented for consideration along with the other maps.  

 

President Chavez reopened the floor for public comments related to the public 

hearing.  

 

The Executive Assistant read into record the public comments submitted by the 

following persons in advance of the board meeting. Copies of the written 

comments are also included as Attachment 1 to the minutes. 

o Bryan Cook, City Manager of Temple City, requesting to keep the 

current district boundaries.  

o Marla Provencio, requesting to keep current district boundaries, or adopt 

Public Map 2.  

o Jimmy Martinez, requesting to keep existing map or adopt map “reo.” 

o Noel Palmieri, resident of Temple City, requesting to keep the existing 

district boundaries.  

o Cynthia Sternquist, Mayor Pro Tem for City of Temple City, requested 

that the existing district boundaries remain the same and be adopted by 

the board.  

o Danielle Cardona requested that Public Map 1 be adopted by the Board 

and submitted a circulated petition from Temple City residents.   

 

The Government and Community Affairs Representative read into record 

additional public comments submitted by the following persons in advance of the 

board meeting. Copies of the written comments are also included as Attachment 

1 to the minutes.  

o Jessica Ancona, Mayor of City of El Monte, requesting to keep existing 

district boundaries, or adopt Public Map 2.  

o Mary Sneed, resident of Arcadia, requesting to keep the existing district 

boundaries.  
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o Cynthia Travis Vance, resident of Temple City, requesting to keep the 

existing map or adopt Public Map 3, or Map “to.”  

o Jorge Marquez, Mayor of City of Covina; Robert Gonzales, Mayor of 

Azusa; Jesse Avila, Mayor Pro Tem of Azusa; Emmanuel Estrada, 

Mayor of Baldwin Park; Alma Puente, Mayor Pro Tem of El Monte; 

Andrew Mendez,  Councilmember of Azusa; Maria Morales, 

Councilmember of El Monte; Valerie Munoz, Councilmember of La 

Puente; Nadia Mendoza, Councilmember of La Puente; Brian Tabatabai, 

Councilmember of West Covina; and James Toma, Mayor of West 

Covina (Ret.), requesting to adopt Public Map 1.  

o Yennie Lam, resident of San Gabriel, requesting to keep current district 

boundaries or adopt Public Map 2.  

o Melissa Demirci requesting Public Map 2 to be adopted.  

o Jose and Dawn Tarin, residents of Temple City, requesting the adoption 

of the existing map boundaries.  

 

President Chavez asked a clarifying question for District Counsel on whether a 

person who has already submitted written comment can also provide oral public 

comment. The District Counsel clarified and stated that the person is limited to 

only three minutes of public comment; therefore, a person would not be allowed 

to provide both if the three-minute limitation has been met. He stated that it is up 

to the discretion of the chair to extend the time limit.  

 

No oral public comments were received.  

 

President Chavez asked a clarifying question on whether this meeting was the 

third and final public hearing on the redistricting item. The General Manager 

stated that the Board has an opportunity to approve a preferred boundary map and 

adopt a resolution.  

 

President Chavez stated that the Board meeting is next Wednesday on March 23, 

2022 at 8:00 AM where this item will be presented again. The General Manager 

clarified that if the Board adopts a preferred boundary map today, then a board 

meeting will not be needed next week.  

 

District Counsel recommended continuing the public hearing to date certain if the 

Board of Directors desires to continue discussion,  keeping the public hearing 

open until a decision is taken by the Board.  

 

President Chavez congratulated staff, his colleagues and the public in identifying 

issues with redistricting and applauded the professionalism by all involved. He 

expressed dismay over claims of conspiracies surrounding the process. He 

emphasized the transparency and discretion observed during the redistricting 

process.  

 

President Chavez opened the floor for board discussion.  

 

Vice President Santana thanked staff and her colleagues on the process. She stated 

that she is supporting Map 1 as it aligns with city and school district boundaries 

and corrects many of the boundary lines from previous redistricting years.  

 

Director Fellow thanked all those who provided public comment and 

acknowledged the input and engagement from residents. He stated that the 

redistricting does not affect water retailers’ boundaries. He expressed interest in 

putting together a map that combines the foothill cities into one division to better 

assist those communities in securing resources for watershed restoration. He 

applauded the transparency and expressed readiness to vote today.  
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Vice President Santana moved to approve Map 1 for submission. The General 

Manager clarified that the motion should be adjusted to insert the resolution 

language. The District Counsel also mentioned that a motion to close the public 

hearing is needed.  

 

Vice President Santana made a motion to: 1) close the public hearing; 2) approve 

preferred boundary Map 1; and 3) adopt Resolution No. 03-22-636, Repealing 

Resolution No. 1-12-507 and Relocating, Fixing and Determining the Boundaries 

of the Five Divisions of the District.  

 

The General Manager stated that staff will prepare the legal language to be 

submitted to Los Angeles County.  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE A PREFERRED 

BOUNDARY MAP AND ADOPT 

RESOLUTION NO. 03-22-636 

REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 1-12-507 

AND RELOCATING, FIXING AND 

DETERMINING THE BOUNDARIES OF 

THE FIVE DIVISIONS OF THE 

DISTRICT 

 

On motion by Vice President Santana, seconded by Secretary Garcia, the public 

hearing was closed, preferred boundary Map 1 was approved, and Resolution No. 

03-22-636, Repealing Resolution No. 1-12-507 and Relocating, Fixing and 

Determining the Boundaries of the Five Divisions of the District was adopted by 

the following roll call vote:  

 

FELLOW:     AYE 

TREVIÑO:    NAY 

GARCIA:      AYE 

SANTANA:   AYE 

CHAVEZ:     ABSTAIN 

 

DIRECTORS COMMENTS 

 

 

 

Director Fellow reiterated there is still a lot of work to do. He mentioned that there 

is a serious drought and encouraged continued water conservation and education. 

Director Fellow praised the Director of Government and Community Affairs for 

her excellent work on conservation and outreach programs. He mentioned that 

Upper District needs to be more innovative and industrious to prepare for the 

drought.  

 

Treasurer Treviño agreed with Director Fellow on focusing on continued water 

conservation. He mentioned that he was inclined to move forward with Map 2 and 

his decisions were guided by policy. He stated that the district is now a political 

one.   

 

Secretary Garcia commended staff in facilitating the redistricting process. She 

stated she is focused on educating the public on water supply and the drought, 

absent of political agendas.  

 

Vice President Santana stated that she sought out public opinion during the process 

and that when the redistricting process comes up again, it will be a much easier 

process. She commended and congratulated outgoing Mayor of Covina Jorge 

Marquez and incoming Mayor Patty Cortez, and thanked Patty for her excellent 

work in water and the city.  

 

President Chavez explained his abstention on the redistricting motion. He 

mentioned that his prospective house may be in District 5 which is the reason he 

abstained on Map 1.  

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 

The General Manager stated that the March 23, 2022 Board of Directors of 

Meeting has been cancelled due to lack of agenda items.  

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION None.  
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

President Chavez asked if there was any other business to come before the Board. 

There being none, the meeting was duly adjourned to a regular meeting of the Board 

of Directors to be held on April 13, 2022, at 8:00 a.m. via teleconference or the most 

rapid means of communication available at the time. 

 

 

ATTEST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

SECRETARY 

 

 

 

SEAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

PRESIDENT 
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Attachment 1 
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